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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

NOTE: The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the 
Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference 
is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the 
AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 


1. Claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tseng 
(US-6302614). 

a. Claim 1 : The term hiking in the preamble is a statement of intended use that does 
not structurally define over Tseng which discloses an adjustable stick comprising: 
i. a telescopic stick (1) having a top end (top of FIG. 1), a bottom end 
(bottom of FIG. 1), and multiple interconnected sections (1) where adjacent 
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sections are connected at a joint (depicted in detailed FIG. 5-7) and the joint 
comprises: 

(1) a large outside section (e.g., upper shaft 1 in FIG. 6) having an 
outside end adjacent reference character 22 in FIG. 6) and an interior 
surface (unnumbered); 

(2) a smaller inside section (e.g., lower shaft 1 in FIG. 6) slidably 
inserted into the outside section and having an inside end (top end 12 of 
lower shaft 1) and an exterior surface (unnumbered); 

(3) a locking mechanism (connector 2) mounted at the inside end (12) 
of the inside section (lower shaft 1) to lock the inside section with the 
outside section in position (3:2-10); 

(4) an end sleeve (31, 1 1, 1 1 1 in FIG. 6) attached around the outside 
end of the outside section (the upper shaft section 11, 111 is attached at 
the "outside" surface of the end, as broadly recited) and having a stop 
(neck 111); and 

(5) a slide limit device (collar 22) formed adjacent to the inside end of 
the inside section to abut the stop (neck 1 1 1) to keep the inside section 
from being pulled completely out of the outside section (2:51-55). 

ii. a grip (unnumbered) attached to the top end (see FIG. 1) of the telescopic 
tube(l). 
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b. Claim 2: Tseng discloses the stop (neck 1 1 1) is an annular lip formed and 
protruded inward relative to the interior surface of the outside section (see FIG. 5-7). 

c. Claim 4: Tseng discloses the slide limit device (collar 22) comprises a protruding 
ring (collar 22) formed on and protruded from the exterior surface [of the slide limit 
device] (see FIG. 6) adjacent to the inside end (top end of lower shaft 12) of the inside 
section (lower shaft 1). 

d. Claim 5: Tseng discloses the locking mechanism (connector 2) comprises a 
stationary end plug (232, 233, 23, 21) attached to the inside end (12) of the inside section 
(top end 12 of lower shaft 1) and having a disk (collar 22) abutting the inside end (12) of 
the inside section (lower shaft 1) and having an edge flush with the exterior surface of the 
inside section (exterior diameter of portion 21). 

e. Claim 6: Tseng discloses a "tip" as broadly recited insofar as the club head 
(unnumbered) at the bottom of telescopic tubes (see FIG. 1) is a tip distinguishable from 
the telescopic tubes. The claimed "tip" does not structurally define over the "tip" of 
Tseng. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tseng (US- 

6302614) in view of Sandor (US-3467415). 

Tseng discloses a slide limit device (collar 22) that projects from an exterior 
surface adjacent to the inside end (12) of the inside section (lower shaft 1). However, 
Tseng lacks a slide limit device comprising four ribs formed annularly on and protruded 
from the exterior surface adjacent to the inside end of the inside section. 

Sandor teaches a slide limit devices (32, 16) that is interrupted, i.e., extends 
partially around the inside section (10, 12), and is formed annularly on and protruded 
from the exterior surface of an inside section to limit the telescopic movement of two 
tubular members. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the full annular slide limit device (collar 12) of Tseng to 
include one or more ribs, such as suggested by the partial annular member of Sandor. 
Such an arrangement would have been within the level of ordinary skill in the art insofar 
as the modification would save material costs as well as reduce the likelihood of the 
inside section of Tseng from jamming due to an imperfection on the full annular collar. 
Whether the collar was made of one ring or a plurality, i.e., four, ribs, would have been a 
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matter of design choice that is within the level of ordinary skill in the art in order to save 
material costs and to reduce the likelihood of the telescopic sections jamming. 


Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Crain (US-6688012) teaches (9: 13-39) when the first and second pole sections are 
assembled, shoulders 96 A and 100 engage if the second pole section is extended from the 
first pole section to prevent withdrawal of the second pole section form the first pole 
section. The lower end 96 has slits to enable forceable release of the two pole sections. 

- Evans (US-6602015) teaches (4:26-33) a detent 52 engages the stop of the end sleeve 
(seal 48) to keep the inside section from being pulled out of the outside section. 

- Sumida (US-62731 12) teaches an telescoping walking stick having a grip 4 on one end 
and a tip 15 on the opposite end; a slide limit device 7 that engages a stop 6 attached to 
the exterior surface of the outer section 1 and the slide limit device 7 engages the inner 
surface of the outer section (see FIG. 1). 

- Dinardo (US-5908214) teaches (FIG. 3, 4) a separate annular extension ring (30) on an 
inner tube (A) to abut an inwardly formed sleeve and stop (22, 24) portion of an outer 
tube (B). The ring partially surrounds the inner tube. 

- Levi (US-5549407) teaches (3:43-50) an annular ring 22 cooperates with stop 80 to keep 
the tubes from separating. 


Application/Control Number: 10/756,055 
Art Unit: 3636 


Page 7 


- Gingras (US-3762704) teaches (2:40-47) a toy having an internal end protuberance 22 
and beads 25 that prevent separation unless slipping an inner tube past a larger tube. 

- Polansky (US- 17070 19) teaches (FIG. 4) an annular ring 17 on the outer surface of the 
inner tube 15 engages inwardly extended stop 17 at the end of the outer tube 16. 

- Cooke (US- 1 109513) teaches telescoping members having a slide limit device 15 that 
engages a stop 14 an end sleeve 13 extending at 12 to the outer surface of the outer 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamara L. Graysay whose telephone number is (571) 272-6728. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Cuomo, can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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